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Once upon a time in a faraway kingdom there lived a Papa Dreidel. His name
vas Topper because he always liked to go for a spin. He had a wife whose
name was around, because she always got around and liked to go around and
around and around. They had a little boy whose name was Seveevon, but for
short they called him Stevie. Stevie was an energetic boy who was also very
independent. They alsc have a little girl named Turnella, because one good

turn deserved another.

One day Topper turned to his wife, Around, and said, "Would you like to go
for a spin in the country?" She replied, “Why not? It's a beautiful day.
Let's go out for a picmic." Even though many time she got a little
ferdreidled, today she was clear as a bell, and she gathered together her
fanily and she said, "Daddy wants to go for a picnic so let's all go."
Stevie, though, (Really, his name was Tzvivi, but it is hard to pronounce
Tzvivi, so everybody called him Stevie.) said, "I don't want to go. I have
a lot of homework to do. I would rather stay home." His father said, "Are
you sure, Stevie. Tzvivi, do you want to stay home all by yourself?"
Tzvivi said, "It's okay. You don't have to worry about me." His father
said, "Well, make sure you don't run down. You know that we do everything
with a twirl here, and unless you keep going you may fall flat on your
face.” Tzvivi said, "Don't worry, Daddy. I can do it. You don't have to
worry about me. Besides, I have a lot of homework to do, and Mama used to
go around to this store and that store and said, 'Come on. It's all right.
Let him stay. He's a big boy now.'" Turnella said, "All right. He's okay.
Let him be." Daddy said, "Okay, we'll go out for a picnic and leave him
home, but remember, Tzvivi, you go ahead and do your homework. If you
haveany problems at all run next door and call our good friends, who also

were a
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little ferdreideled sometimes, and they will help you." Tzvivi said, "Sure,
go ahead Mom. Go ahead Dad," so Mom and Dad went out to the country and

Tzvivi was left alone.

Tzvivi was supposed to do his homework. He was supposed to learn all about
the Maccabees, not the bumblebees or the honeybees, but the Maccabees. He
was supposed to learn how in their time Antiochus (Some people have a hard
time remembering so his teacher said he could call him Antichochus.) was one
of the Jewish people to worship idols. He even put an idol up in the tent
and berated the Jewish people for studying Torah. Tzvivi was supposed to
learn about this. He was also supposed to learn how the children went out
into the forest to study there. When the soldiers would come they would
hide their books, take out their dreidels, and they would tell the soldiers
that they were gambling. They were not gambling. The soldiers would sit
down and play with them. After all, our children never lagged behind. In
fact, they used to gambol over the meadows and over the brooks so the

soldiers would not find out they were learning.

But Tzvivi did not do his homework. Instead he left the house all alone
against his father's orders. He did not even go and see Mr. and Mrs.
Ferdreidle next door and tell them where he was going. He was going to go
to a movie, to a movie that his parents had told him that he could not go
alone, that he had to go with a friend, but Tzvivi wanted to see that movie
because that movie had all to do about the menorah and liqﬂtl, and Tzvivi
wanted to see what it was to get all lit up, so Tzvivi went to the movie.
On the way to the movie, who did he see but a real oily character, the
Crisco Kid? He was a member of his class in school, and he was a real

bully. He was a guy who liked to down a latke in one gulp he was such an




image3.png
CHANUKAH STORY
Rabbi Joseph Radinsky

oily character. The Crisco Kid came to Tzvivi and said, "Come here, kid,
and give me your money." Tzvivi didn't know what to do so he started to run
and run and run, and twirled over here and twirled over there, but he didn't
see a rock and he hit the rock and fell down right on his shin. He just
didn't know what to do. He had, of course, wanted to disguise himself when
he went to the movie so he covered up his gimel so people wouldn't know who
he was, but they looked at him and said, "Hey, what's that dreidel doing?"
When Tzvivi ran and tripped over the rock he would have nun more of what he
was doing, and he fell right again on his shin. Well, the Crisco Kid was

coming right up to him.

Meanwhile Topper and his wife, Around, were talking as they were leaving
town and saying, "It's not right. We should go get Tzvivi because it is a
beautiful day and we should all be together and do things together as a
family. I have changed my mind, Topper. Let's go back and get Tzvivi."
Topper said, "Yes, Around, you are right. Let's go get Tzvivi." They
turned the car around and as the neared the house who did they see on the
ground? None other than Tzvivi. “He let himself run down," Father said.
Father quickly jumped out of the car and there he saw the Crisco Kid. He
twirled right in front of the Crisco Kid and said, "You go home." The
Crisco Kid turned and went home. Then the father looked at Tzvivi and said,
"Tzvivi, what did you do? We told you nmot to run down." Tzvivi started to
cry and said, "Daddy, I didn't do my homework. Instead I decided to go to
the movie, the movie about the menorah." Daddy said, "You were going to go
alone without us when you know that we all wanted to see the wicked candles,
too, with you?" Tzvivi said, “"Yes, Daddy, I 'm sorry. I won't do it
again." Topper said, "All right, Tzvivi, but remember, from now on you have

to learn to be a good boy and not to give false impressions and tell lies to
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your parents. From now on we are going to do everything together as a
family. On Chanukah we should do things together as a family. Second of
all, you should do your homework. You should not say you are not going to
do your homework. Third, make sure that you follow our directions and don't
to go to places alone when you know you should not go alone. And, fourth,
you should never tell a lie to your parents.” Tzvivi said, "I know, Daddy,
from now on I won't do it." Daddy said, "Okay, go ahead home, and we will
go together and have a good time today, and if you are really a good boy,
Tzvivi, we will play dreidel at our party. Remember, if it lands on a nun
you get nothing. If it lands on a gimel you get the whole thing. If it
lands on a hay you get half of it. If it lands on a shin, like you landed
on your shin, you have to shutup and put one in, and I'll tell you what,
Tzvivi. If you do your homework afterwards I will even take you to the
movie myself, and we will all see what happened to the menorah, to the
wicked candle, and to the good candle. But, remember, no more lying. Do
things together with your family. Remember to follow directions. Always do
your homework." "Okay, Daddy," said Tzvivi, "I'll remember," and he did and

they all had a good time that Chanukah.




